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   Introduction 
Have been using software in the developmental math classes since 

early 1990’s  

 8th year using Hawkes Learning Systems 

 Issues with previous software  

Test bank too small, students kept getting the same problems  

Poor Tech Support 

-- company based on the west coast (they were not working 

   when we were in class needing them) 

-- Internet was an issue so had to put software on our server.   

-- company knew of a problem where students could cheat  
    but didn’t inform us or change it on our server. 



          Why We Chose  
Hawkes Learning Systems? 
 
MSU Instructors reviewed the software available and had 
demonstrations presented by our final two companies 
 
 Chose the only software company where students do not 

have to do homework online 
 
 Chose smaller company:  they concentrated on Math only, 

not all subjects, and gave personal attention 
  
 Mastery Learning 



   Getting Started 
 

Used the HLS Default curriculum, then 2nd year created our 
own 

 
 Class styles have changed: 

 Started with Lecture only the first year 
 
 Added Individualized Instruction –because we were not 

meeting the needs of some students 
 
 Online  
  
 High School Dual Credit 



Lecture Classes 
 

Students work at the pace set by the instructor  (they may 
work ahead some) 

 

Assignments due on specific days (late penalties enforced) 

 

Testing occurs during a specific window of time, whether or  
not all assignments are completed 

 

Great for the student who needs instruction over most topics 

 

Great for the student who needs more direction and guidance  

 



Individualized 
Instruction Classes  

 

Work at own pace but still must finish the course in 1 semester 
(special cases allow 1-2 semesters) 

No late penalties 

Testing:  -- student must master all homework for the unit  

                     -- must earn at least 70% on the exam 

Great for students  

                     -- who like to work quickly through a course 

                     -- who need more flexibility in schedule 
                     --  the motivated student who can manage   
             without much direction 





Online Courses 

Have mostly been set up as Individualized Instruction, 
but some “paced” classes too 

 
Do not have to report to the lab 

 
Must have ALL exams proctored 

 
Great for very motivated students who can self-

instruct 
 

Great for students who need lots of flexibility (both 
time and distance) 

 



High School  
              Dual Credit 
  Required to finish all certifications prior to taking a test 
 
  Can take up to 2 semesters to finish the course, but can  
     also finish in one-half semester or less 
 
  If students complete the course early they may register  
     for the next class on the software 
 
 Year 1 with NSF and KY Grant had 8 schools, 80 students 
     Year 4 without grant – 13 schools and 325 students 
     Year 5 without grant – 25 schools and 1000+ student 
 
  Great Success!!  -- 95% Pass Rate last year 
 



University Facts:                                                                                                            

(October , 2011 Senate Report) 

 
 Set an all-time record enrollment in Fall 2011 -- 15.8% increase from 

Fall, 2010 
 
 MSU’s class of 2015 grew by more than 215 freshmen (18.2%) 

 
 Average ACT composite score improved to 21.8 

 
 Number of minority students increased by 26.2% (5% of total 

population) 
 

 Improved student retention with the fall-to-fall rate of first-time 
freshmen increasing from 61% in the fall 2004 to nearly 73% this year 
 

 1000+ students from 25 high schools are participating in the Early 
College Program in Math 



Why the software  
           works for us? 
 

 Again, do not have to have internet access for working on 
homework.  

 Technical support has been phenomenal, even to the point 
of flying to our campus to help set up the computers. 

 No cost to the university, students buy the access code 
which is theirs for life, not just a semester or 2. 

 Very friendly, knowledgeable staff, always ready to help in 
any way. 

 They are like family and they respond to our requests of 
changes or corrections. 



High School Teacher  
           Comment 
 
“I thought you would like to know that the Hawkes program is helping 
our seniors reach benchmark on the Compass and ACT test. After our 
first round of Compass testing we had 19 students who are enrolled in 
091 or 093 reach the benchmark score on the Compass or ACT!  Also, 
almost all of the others improved their score by at least 1 point! I 
believe we will have several others reach the benchmark by the next 
Compass test. Thank you for all your help and have a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! ” 
                                                                                     Rick Griffith, Mathematics Instructor 
                                                                                     Assistant Boy's Basketball Coach 
                                                                                     Boyd Co. High School 
  



 
More . . . 
 
“Almost all of my 091 students raised their ACT math subscores 
by 4 points.”    Crystal Dean 

                                                                                                EJHS Math Teacher 
 

“Every student I have had in the Hawkes classes raised their 
   ACT scores in Math even if just by 1 point.  Several students  
   who have taken 093 raised their scores 5 points on math.”  
     Charity Burriss 
     Lewis County High School 
 
  



More . . .  
 

“The program was a huge success for the ladies who took the 
class this past year.  One was able to increase her ACT score by 5 
points!  That was the student with test anxiety and low confidence 
level in math.  The Hawkes program worked wonders for her.  
She’s much more confident now and I give all the credit for that to 
the program.”    Lisa Wiliams  

                        Lakeside Christian Academy 
 

“I have found that students who did the Hawkes course (091) 
raised their ACT scores by several points on math.  Pre-algebra 
skills deficiencies are corrected with the two units we do (091).”  

      Pamela D. Callahan 
      Montgomery County High 
      Mathematics Teacher 
 
 



 
 
 
 

MSU Student Comments: 
 
 “HLS is a miracle for people like myself who struggle with math. I 

have gained far more knowledge with this program than just having a 
teacher’s instruction.” 

  
 “I am not one who comprehends math easily, and truly I don’t have a 

passion for math either. With the Hawkes program, I am able to finish 
my homework without making very many mistakes, and it shows me 
exactly what I have done wrong in my work. It is like having a teacher 
right there in front of you to explain the mistakes. Yes, it may take 
longer to do certifications because you have to do them over and 
over again until you get them right, but at least you know what you 
did was correct!” 

  



More Student Comments . . . 
 

 “I like it a lot. It has helped me learn more about Algebra and I 
don’t think Algebra is bad anymore.” 

 
 “I love this program because I have done the best I have ever 

done in Algebra in my life. I have never been able to grasp 
math the way I do now…” 

  
 “I think the software rocks, (as much as software about math 

possibly can anyways).” 
  
 

















Thank you!! 
 

Questions? 
 

Sue Beck 
Morehead State University 

s.beck@moreheadstate.edu 
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